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cordance with any process within chapter 414 that results in the elimination of at least one
local government unit and a copy of the municipal board’s order or orders combining the
units of government is forwarded to the board. If the municipal board issues an order, or

two or more orders within 30 days, for the annexation of the area of an entire township by
two or more cities contiguous to the township, the cities subject to the board’s order are
eligible to receive pro rata shares, on the basis of then: pepulaﬂens the population of the

to receive under subdivision 2. If two units of government cooperate in the orderly annex-
ation of the entire area of a third unit of government which has a population of at least
8,000 people, the two units of government are each eligible for the amount of aid speci-
fied in subdivision 2.

Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE.

~ Section 1 is effective the day following final enactment.

Presented to the governor March 2, 1998
Signed by the governor March 4, 1998, 10:15 a.m.

CHAPTER 265—S.F.No. 2621

An.act relating to economic security; making technical changes in the department of economic
security; amending Minnesota Statutes 1996, sections 248.07, subdivision 15; 268.0122, subdivi-
sion 2; 268.08, as amended; 268.101, as amended; 268.13, subdivision 4; and 268.18, as amended:
Minhesota Statutes 1997 Supplement, sections 268.03; 268.042, subdivisions 1 and 3; 268.043;
268.044, subdivision 1; 268.045; 268.047, subdivisions 2, 3, and 5; 268.051; 268.057, subdivisions
1,5, 6, and 7; 268.059; 268.063; 268.064, subdivision 2; 268.066; 268.067; 268.07: 268.09, subdi-
visions la, 10, 13, 16, and 17; 268.105, subdivision 3a; 268.125; 268.13, subdivisions 1 and 2;
268.182; 268.184; 268.192, subdivision 1; 268.194, subdivisions 2, 3, and 6; and 268.196, subdivi-
sion 2; proposing coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 268, repealing Minnesota Stat-
utes 1996, sections 268.04, as amended; 268.08, subdivision Sa; 268.13, subdivisions 3 and 5; and
268.25; Minnesota Statutes 1997 Supplement, sections 268.042, subdivision 2; and 268.054.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 248.07, subdivision 15, is amended to

read:

_ Subd. 15. APPEALS FROM AGENCY ACTION. An applicant for or recipient of
rehabilitation service who is dissatisfied with an agency’s action with regard to the fur-
nishing or denial of services may file a request for administrative review and fair hearing
in accordance with the Cede of Federal Regulations; title 34; section 361-48; and rules
adopted under subdivision 14a.

Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 268.0122, subdivision 2, is amended to
read:

Subd. 2. SPECIFIC POWERS. The commissioner of economic security shall:
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(1) administer and supervise all forms of unemployment reemployment insurance
provided for under federal and state laws that are vested in the commissioners, including
make investigations and audits, secure and transmit information, and make availableser-
vices and facilities as the commissioner er consjders necessary or appropriate to facilitate
the administration of any other states, or the federal economic security law, and accept
and use information, services, and faciiities made available by other states or or the federal
government

(2) administer and supervise all employment and training services assigned to the
department of economie security under federal or state law;

(3) review and comment on local service unit plans and community investment pro-
gram plans and approve or disapprove the plans;

(4) establish and maintain administrative units necessary to perform administrative
functions common to all divisions of the department;

(5) supervise the county boards of commissioners, local service units, and any other
units of government designated in federal or state law as responsible for employment and
training programs;

\
(6) establish administrative standards and payment conditions for providers of em- l
ployment and training services; |

(7) act as the agent of, and cooperate with, the federal government in matters of
mutual concern, including the administration of any federal funds granted to the state to
aid in the performance of functions of the commissioner;

(8) obtain reports from local service units and service providers for the purpose of
evaluating the performance of employment and training services; and

(9) review and comment on plans for Indian tribe employment and training services
and approve or disapprove the plans. :

Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 1997 Supplement, section 268.03, is amended to read:
268.03 DECLARATION OF PUBLIC POLICY

Subdivision 1. STATEMENT. As a guide to the mtepp;etafaen and appkeat—xen of
sections 268.03 to 268.30; The public policy of this state underlying sections 268.03 to
268.23 is declared to be as follows: Economic insecurity due to involuntary unemploy-
ment is a serious menace threat to the health; morals; and welfare well-being of the
people of this state Minnesota. Involuntary unemployment is therefore a subject of gen-
eral interest and concern which that requires appropriate action by the legislature to pre-
ventits spread and to lighten its burdens. This can be provided by encouraging employers
to provide more stable employment and by the systematic accumulation of funds during
perieds of employment to provide benefits for periods of unemployment; thus maintain-
ing purchasing power and Limiting the serious social consequences of poor: relief assis-
tance- The legislature; thercfore; deelares that in its considered judgment The public
good and the general svelfare well-being of the citizens of this state Minnesota will be
promoted by providing, under the police taxing powers of the state for the compulsory
setting aside of unemployment reserves to be used for the benefit of persons individuals
unemployed through no fault of their own. In recognition of its foeus on returning provid-
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ing a temporary partial wage replacement to assist the unemployed worker to gainful em-
pleyment become reemployed this program will be known in-Minneseta as “reemploy-
ment insurance.”

Subd. 2. STANDARD OF PROOF. All issues of fact under sections 268 03 to

268.23 shall t be determined by a preponderance of the evidence. Preponderance of the
evidence means evidence i in ‘substantiation of a fact that, when weighed against the ( ev1-

dence opposing the fact, is more convincing and has a greater probability of truth,

Sec. 4. [268.035] DEFINITIONS.

Subdivision 1. SCOPE., Unless the the language or context clearly indicates that a dif-
ferent meaning is intended, the words, terms, and phrases in this section shall, for the pur-
poses of sections 268.03 to 268.23, have the meaning stated.

Subd. 2. AGRICULTURAL EMPLOYMENT. “Agricultural employment”
means services:

Q) ona farm, in the employ of any person or farmly farm corporanon in connectlon

and management of livestock, bees, poultry, fur-bearing animals, and w11d]1fe

(2) in the employ of the owner or tenant or other operator of a farm, in connection
w1th the operatlon, management conservatlon 1mprovement or maintenance of the

formed ona farm

(3) in connection with the production or harvesting of any commodity defined as an
agricultural product in United States Code, title 7, section n 1626 of the Agricultural Mar-
keting Act, or in connection with cotton ginning, or in connection with the operation or
maintenance of ditches, canals, reServoirs, or waterways, not owned or o operated for prof-
it, used exclusively for supplying and storing water for farming puiposes;

(4) in the employ of the operator of a farm in handling, planting, drying, packing,

packagmg, processing, freezing, grading, storing, or delivering fo storage or to market or
to a carrier for transportation to market, in its unmanufactured state, any agricultural or

" horticultural commodity; but only if the operator produced more than one—half of the

-commodrty with respect to which the employment is performed or ot in the employ of a

respect to which the employment is performed however, this clause sha]l not be applica-
ble to employment performed in connection with commercial canning or commercial
freezing or in connection with any agricultural or ‘or horticultural commodity after its deliv-
erytoa terminal market for distribution for consumption; or

(5) on afarm operated for profit if the employment is notin the course of the employ-
er’s trade or business.

For purposes of this subdivision, the term “farm” includes stock, dairy, poultry,
fruit, fur—bearing animals, and truck farms, pla plantations, ranches, nurseries, orchards,
ranges, greenhouses, or other similar structures used used primarily for the raising of agricul-
tural or horticultural commodities.
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Subd. 3. BACK PAY. “Back pay” means a retroactive payment of money by anem-
ployer to an employee or former employee for lost wages because of the employer’s non-
compliance with a state or federal law or a collective bargaining agreement as determined
by an arbitration award, administrative or judicial decision, or negotiated settlement. The
payment shall be applied to the period immediately following the Iast day of employment
or as specified in the award, decision, ot settiement.

Subd. 4. BASE PERIOD. “Base period” means:

(1) the first four of the last five completed calendar quarters immediately prior to the
effective date of a claimant’s reemployment insurance account;

(2) if during the base perlod under clauge (1) a clalmant recelved workers com-

or if a claimant whose own serious 111ness caused a loss of work for which the claimant

received compensation for loss of wages from some other source, the claimant may re-

quest that the base period be extended as Tollows:

(i) if a claimant was compensated for a loss of work of seven to 13 weeks, the origi-

nal base penod shall be extended to include the one calendar quarter pri prior to the original

base petiod shall be extended to include the two calendar quartets prior to to the original
base perxod

(iif) if a claimant was compensated for a loss of work of 27 to 39 weeks, the original

base period shall be extended o include the the three calendar quarters prior to the original
base penod and

(3) if the claimant qualifies for an extended base period under clause (2) but has

insufficient wage credits to establish a reemployment insurance account, the claimant
- may request an alternate. base period of the last four completed calendar quarters prior to

the date the claimant’s reemployment insurance account is effectlve Thls alternate ba base

@ no base period under clause (1), extended base period under clause (2), or alter-

nate base period under clause (3) shall include wage S credits upon which a prior reemploy-
ment insurance account was established.

Subd. 5. BENEFITS. “Benefits” means the money payments payable to a claimant,
as provided in sections 268.03 to 268.23, with respect to the claimant’s unemployment.

Subd. 6. BENEFIT YEAR. “Benefit year” means the period of 52 calendar weeks
beginning the date a reemployment insurance account is effective. For a reemployment
insurance account established effective January 1, Aprll 1,July i,or ‘October 1, the bene-
fit year will be a period of 53 calendar weeks.

Subd. 7. CALENDAR QUARTER. “Calendar quarter” means the period of three

consecutive calendar months ending on March 31, June 30, September 30, r 30, or December
31.
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